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the overall marketplace and account collectively for an overwhelming majority of 
the installations in use at large sites today.

Information in this book generally applies to all of our example systems unless a 
specific attribution is given. Details particular to one system are marked with the 
vendor’s logo:

Ubuntu® 9.10 “Karmic Koala”

openSUSE® 11.2

Red Hat® Enterprise Linux® 5.5

 Solaris™ 11 and OpenSolaris™ 2009.06

HP-UX® 11i v3

AIX® 6.1

These logos are used with the kind permission of their respective owners. How-
ever, the vendors have not reviewed or endorsed the contents of this book. The 
paragraphs below provide a bit more detail about each of these example systems.

Example Linux distributions
Information that’s specific to Linux but not to any particular distribution is 
marked with the Tux penguin logo shown at left.

The Ubuntu distributions maintain an ideological commitment to community 
development and open access, so there’s never any question about which parts of 
the distribution are free or redistributable. Ubuntu currently enjoys philanthropic 
funding from South African entrepreneur Mark Shuttleworth. 

Ubuntu is based on the Debian distribution and uses Debian’s packaging system. 
It comes in two main forms, a Desktop Edition and a Server Edition. They are 
essentially similar, but the Server Edition kernel comes pretuned for server use 
and does not install a GUI or GUI applications such as OpenOffice.

SUSE, now part of Novell, has taken the path of Red Hat and forked into two 
related distributions: one (openSUSE) that contains only free software; and an-
other (SUSE Linux Enterprise) that costs money, includes a formal support path, 
and offers a few extra trinkets. Nothing in this book is specific to one SUSE distri-
bution or the other, so we simply refer to them collectively as “SUSE.”

Red Hat has been a dominant force in the Linux world for most of the last decade, 
and its distributions are widely used in North America. In 2003, the original Red 
Hat Linux distribution was split into a production-centered line called Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux (which we refer to as RHEL or Red Hat in this book) and a 
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